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Chairrnan's Annual Report
l April 2018 to 31 March 2019

L. lnffoduction

iohn Casson's report covers the John Casson Foundation's financial year from 1 April 2018 to 31

March 2019.

2. Trustees

There have been no changes in trustees in this foundation year. The board members are:

Michael Alden, who is also the foundation's solicitor
John Casson, chairman*
Jenny Casson*

Alice Edmonds*
Chris Pate*

* Trustees who are on the foundation's sponsorship and donations panel, which considers and

makes decisions on applications for support.

3. General sponsorships and donations

A total af fL7,474.67 was raised and donated by the foundation in the 2018 to 2019 financial year.

This has been for the benefit of:

Pe n ha lig on's F ri e nds - wttw.penha ligonsfriends"org. u k

f5,6A7.67 in a one-off donation and sponsorship.

Penhaligon's Friends is a Cornwall-based charity that supports children in Cornwall who have

experienced a bereavement.

On B July 2018 a Gin and Crack-a-Crab day was held in the garden of the Ship lnn in Portloe.

Portloe Gin was distilled in the village on the morning of the fundraising event by producers from
Devon who distil on the back of an old 1970s VW flatbed truck. Over 50% of the gin had already

been sold through pre-orders. \ i'

During the afternoon, some 125 people joined us to enjoy Portloe Gin and a crack-a-crab feast box,

while being entertained by a very good band.



This event was held exclusively for Penhaligon's Friends, and a very pleasingf3,107.67 was raised for
this very good charity.

The sponsorship of f2,500 was for books and other aids to help children understand and cope with
bereavement.

N ayo mba - wilw. n oya mbaschoo l. org

f4,519 sponsorship for a second year of support for two teachers and maths and sex education
material.

Nayamba Primary School was established on Nagwaza Farm in the Chisamba district af Zambia,

about 90 minutes' drive on a good day from the country's capital, Lusaka, by the farm's owners, Anja

and Kevin Kleeman-Wright.

It was established to educate the children of the families working on all the surrounding farms, as

there was no primary school in the vicinity. This wonderful free school has attracted many children
from the surrounding area and is organised and run to high standards. As a result, good academic

results are being achieved.

Some statistics relating to the school:

o 310 pupils aged between 6 and L8

o A total of nine grades - grades 3 and 4 are split into shifts, as they are still large classes

o 10 teachers
o Two classes of 30 youngsters aged between four and six attend preschool

o Preschool is supported by two teachers plus a student teacher

The foundation receives quarterly reports from the school and the two teachers it sponsors, and is

always delighted to hear about the school's academic achievements and how well it is doing in a

very difficult environment.

It should be mentioned that in the ZAfi /20L8 foundation year, an award for the purchase of laptops
was made, and there is still a budget of fl,O7L.57 of that money for more laptops, or replacements,

when requested by Nayamba.

The John Casson Foundation thanks Michael and Kirstie Alden and their family and Alice Edmonds

for their generous monthly donations towards maths and sex education material.

Fa mil i e s la r Chi ld re n - www.fa mi liesforch ildre n.arg, uk

f2,9AA to support a respite weekend.

Thirteen children who had been adopted after being subjected to sexual or other forms of abuse at
home had the opportunity to take part in a respite activity weekend at Perrott Hill in Somerset to
build their self-confidence. \
The foundation received a detailed and comprehensive report from Families for Children regarding

this project, which was a great success.



The foundation has been a regular supporter of this excellent charity, which has earned an Ofsted

'excellence' rating for its hard work and good governance.

CHICKS - www.chicks.org.uk

t-1",94O to provide two children from a disadvantaged background with a respite weekend.

CHICKS provides free, week-long respite breaks in the countryside for some of the UK's most

disadvantaged chi ldren.

A CHICKS break provides these young people with the chance to forget the challenges they are

facing at home and allows them to enjoy a carefree week, where they can run through fields, ride

horses across the moors and swim in the sea. CHICKS aims to provide these children with the
opportunity to broaden their horizons, form positive relationships, realise their true potential and

make truly happy memories that can serve as coping mechanisms in difficult times.

This is the second consecutive year that the foundation has supported this charity.

Children's Hospice Sauth West (Little Harbour) - vtutw.chsw.org.uk/what-we-do/our-carefaur-
h o sp i ce sfl itt I e -h s rbo u r

fL,65L from the proceeds of an auction and to sponsor the annual renewal of the hospice's Sky

licence.

Last year, the foundation was approached by a couple in Portloe, where John Casson lives. They had

been given an original pastel of the village and wondered if the foundation would be interested in

selling it.

As a result, an online auction was held, with the successful bidder choosing which Cornwall

children's charity they would like the money to go to.

The winning bid was f500, and this was donated to Children's Hospice South West for their Cornwall

hospice in St Austell.

Soon afterwards, an application for sponsorship was received by the foundation, requesting f-L,15L

to pay for the renewal of the hospice's Sky licence.

While this was a somewhat unusual request, the foundation decided that entertainment for the
children, who have life-threatening or life-shortening conditions, was important.

Skye & Lochalsh Young Carers - www.skyeyoungcarers,co.uk

f 1,500 sponsorship for respite weekends.

On the lsle of Skye there are - out of an estimated population of L3,O45 -74 young carers. These

young carers, who are as young as five, Iook after their parents, who are either physically or
mentally disabled, have a serious and in somb cases'life-threatening illness, or are subject to drug or

alcohol abuse. In some cases, these children have their own challenges and/or are not developing

well at school - either in education or socialising - because of the effects of caring for one or both of
their parents.



Skye & Lochafsh Young Carers provide support for these children, with counsellors, drop-in centres

and respite weekends.

For the fourth time since 2016, the foundation has agreed to sponsor these very important respite

weekends, which not only give the children a weekend away from those they are caring for but also

help them with tife skills.

This charity has many challenges to contend with in this poor and remote part of Scotland, and the
foundation is delighted that their efforts have been recognised with an Ofsted 'excellent' rating.

Support for a talented young cellist

f235 towards travel costs.

As this is a young man under 1"8 years old his name is omitted.

A L5-year-old budding cellist from a single-parent family who studies at the Purcell School and the
Junior Department of the Royal College of Music his mother applied for financial support of f900 in

the previous foundation year so that her son could attend a masterclass training week, in Berlin,

with the world-renowned cellist Wolfgang Schmidt.

A further and similar opportunity arose for the son in May 2018, and based on the success of the
previous sponsorship, the foundation was pleased to be able to offer a further f235 to meet his

travel-cost needs.

A stipulation with the sponsorship was that the young man provide a short report on his return from
the course in May. The foundation was delighted to read his report and learn of the success of the
course and his plans as a result for the future.

Rejected applications

Apart from one clearly fraudulent application, only one application was rejected during this

foundation year.

This was an application from the charity Harmony of Hope, which was asking tor f2,75A towards a

second-hand piano for a refugee centre in either lraq, Syria, Sudan or Ethiopia.

The foundation felt that there were more urgent needs for these refugee centres and declined the
apptication. lt should also be noted that before the application was considered, it was subjected to a
compliance check. A Charity Commission check showed that the charity was financially insolvent,

and there were also issues with trying to contact the charity by phone, which caused us to be

suspicious.

An application was also made by Salusbury (spelt correctly) World Refugee Centre, not an

organisation the foundation had heard from before. This charity was asking for f5,000 and supports

farnilies in refugee camps, they were lookihg for f5,000. The foundation did not feel inclined to
support the application.
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Online appticatian form suspended

Due to the number of approved applications for sponsorships and donations and the impact of this

on the funds that were available, the trustees unanimously agreed to suspend the online application

form on the foundation's website from 25 January 2018 to 15 November 2018.

4, The sponsorship and donations panel

This has been another good year for the sponsorship

applications.

Applications for support have all been carefully checked

foundation does not know the charity, it is legitimate and

online application.

and donations panel in dealing with

by Alice Edmonds to ensure that if the
compliant with what is required on the

Once the application has been passed to trustees for a decision, they have been very diligent, often

asking questions or expressing a useful view.

Every application during the foundation year has had a unanimous decision.

From the time of receiving the application to advising the applicant, a decision has usually been

made within two to three working days; in some cases, the decision has been reached within 24

hours.

5. Cancelled Cornwall Air Ambulance fundraising event

A fundraising event organised by the foundation was due to be held in November 2018, with three

celebrity chefs preparing a dinner.

It was hoped that f50,000 would be raised for Cornwall Air Ambulance.

This had to be cancelled for the following two reasons:

L. Abbotts, the catering equipment supplier, offered the hire of all the catering equipment 'at

cost'. When the quotation was received, it was full price with a 20% discount.

The huge difference between the 'at cost' price and the price with a 2A% discount meant

that the cost of hire alone would have taken away the profits from the sale of 52 out of 100

tickets.

The foundation raised this matter with Abbotts; however, they would not change their
position and honour what they had originally offered.

2. Cornwall Air Ambulance did not fulfil what was agreed to rnarket the event.

The decision to cancel this event to avoid losses to the foundation received unanimous support from
the trustees.
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At the time of writing this annual repor! John Casson has registered the foundation's concerns with
Abbotts. A reply, if one is received, will be advised to the trustees.

Cornwall Air Ambulance's fundraising team are in total denial that they failed to market the event as

was agreed with the foundation.

5. Other activities

It is important to remember that the foundation is not just about sponsorship and raising or
donating money, but is also - as its mission statement advises - about other support where the
foundation can make a positive difference.

Good governance training

It is extremely irnportant that trustees know and understand their obligations, responsibilities and

duties; ignorance is no defence under Charity Commission rules and legislation.

Good governance courses are offered in the UK but rarely in the South West. To travel away and

attend a course can cost a charity upwards of f500 per delegate.

The foundation organised a good governance training day involving Dorothy Dalton, who is a
national lead on the subject, at China Fleet Club near Plymouth.

The charities and trusts that attended were:

o Active8
o China Fleet Club

o Cornwall Air Ambulance
o John Casson Foundation - John Casson, Alice Edmonds and Jenny Casson

o Nayamba Trust
o Penhaligon's Friends
o South West Police Heritage Trust
o St Peter's Malawi Education Trust
o Whitley Wildlife Conservation Trust

A complimentary ticket was given to a charity solicitor from Ashfords. Ashfords are the foundation's
solicitors and generous supporters.

This sell-out event of 30 attendees at f80 per delegate at cost (no profit) was very useful and

informative and well received by everyone who attended.

Though the foundation is not a charity, it follows charity good governance guidelines. lt was very
pleasing for John Casson to hear repeatedly during the day from Alice Edmonds and Jenny Casson

that the foundation follows the Charity Commission's guidelines on good governance.

5t Andrew's Day fundraising dinner at Skeabost Hotel, lsle of Skye

This was organised to raise money for Skye & Lochalsh Young Carers and the Portree food bank.

rrili).,iiti,!+''
l'r ..:. r:,

1i ,i L: i jr :',,.



John and Jenny Casson attended to support this worthwhile event, and in particular Skye & Lochalsh

Young Carers. John conducted the auction, which raised f8,585 of the grand total of some f 18,000

raised that evening.

7. John Casson Foundation fundraising overview

ln just over six years since the foundation was formed, it has raised and donated:

ln this foundation year, f17,464.67 was raised.

This brings the total raised and sponsored or donated since the foundation was formed in 2013 to
f27A,8L5.32.

The only costs incurred in this foundation year \@re f87 relating to international bank charges.

Thanks

The success of the John Casson Foundation would not have been possible were it not for the help

and support of its donors and trustees, Michael Alden, and Ashfords.

The John Casson Foundation continues'to make a difference'. ''

lilruof""
John Casson

Chairman
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