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GRI’s Community Outreach Department educates, empowers and engages communities to 
conserve nature. Our Education Programme has been operational in Zambia since 2010. In 
the past 8 years, we have delivered contextually relevant and culturally sensitive conservation 
education to over 15,000 school children, and trained over 500 primary school teachers to 
establish weekly conservation clubs in their schools. By supporting transportation costs over 
the last few years, the John Casson Foundation has played a crucial role in helping us to 
increase conservation awareness across Zambia.  
 
The John Casson Foundation’s 2018 funding contributed to the running costs of a Honda ACE 
125 Motorcycle for GRI’s Education Programme. During the past six months, this support has 
enabled GRI’s Education Officer to reach 25 remote and low-resource primary schools in the 
communities contiguous to Kafue National Park, and to deliver species specific conservation 
education to over 1,000 children.  
 
Living on the borders of a National Park, these children - all from subsistence farming 
households - have grown up with an extremely negative perception of wildlife, perpetuated 
by crop-raiding, dangerous animal encounters and livestock predation. Interactive and 
engaging, GRI’s conservation curriculum highlights the aesthetic, economic and ecological 
benefits of Zambia’s wildlife, and encourages students to adopt new attitudes and behaviours 
towards their natural environment. Over the course of the programme, students’ 
conservation knowledge has increased by average of 91%, numerous children have reported 
wildlife crimes to GRI’s Education Officer, and many have begun to educate their families on 
rules and regulations regarding bush meat consumption. We are so grateful to the John 
Casson Foundation for the role that they have played in empowering these children to 
become future conservationists and wildlife ambassadors.  
 
GRI are now adopting a new approach to the Education Programme in order to assess the 
sustainability and success of the programme. Monitoring and Evaluation Officers will maintain 
regular contact with 50 target schools to determine how frequently and effectively the 
teachers are able to run their Chongololo Clubs without the additional support of an full time 
Education Officer. If proven sustainable, GRI will then expand the programme to other 
communities living alongside Zambia’s wildlife.  
 
Financial Summary 
The remaining 43% percent of GRI’s 2018 John Casson Foundation funds were spent in the 
past 6 months. These were allocated to the following costs: - 
 

• Transportation and motorcycle repairs - enabling our Kafue Education Officer to each 
reach 25 schools per month, where he has provided in-situ teacher training to 100 
club leaders, and delivered species specific modules (elephants, pangolins and 
primates) to 1,000 learners 



        

                                                                  
 

 
Total Funds received:  $785.46 
Total expenditure H1:  $450 
Total expenditure H2:  $335.46 

 
 
In addition to GRI’s conservation awareness successes, the Community Outreach Department 
has achieved the following results in the past 6 months: 
 

• 4 complete libraries established in Ranger communities 
• 15,000 books donated to low resource schools, clinics and orphanages 
• 10 vulnerable adults provided with 32l rolling water barrels 
• 20 families provided with solar power solutions 
• 80 children engaged in conservation through the arts 
• 16 pupils enrolled in GRI’s school for the children of Village Scouts 
• 23 vulnerable children’s education fully sponsored  
• 50 primary teachers trained in Early Childhood Development 
• 9 women’s empowerment groups fully supported with sustainable livelihoods 
• 75,000 listeners engaged in GRI’s radio show Conservation Conversations each week 
• Senior Community Officer, Britius Munkombwe, graduated from the Emerging 

Wildlife Conservation Leaders Program in Washington DC 
 


