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The John Casson Foundation  
 

CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT 

 
Introduction 
 

My report covers the Foundation’s financial year period 1
st April 2015 to 31

st March 2016. 
  
The Foundation has excelled since the last AGM, highlights of which are: 
 
Charity dinner 
 
Already reported in last May’s Chairman’s report the Foundation organised a very successful charity 
dinner at Cliveden House hotel on the 23rd April 2015 to celebrate the lives of the famous Oscar 
winning actor Sir John Mills and his highly accredited playwright and actress wife Lady Mary Mills, 
ten years to the day since Sir John passed away. 
 
Attended by over one hundred guests, many from the world of entertainment and the Mills’ family 
the evening started in the Great Hall with a musical tribute to Sir John and the Noel Coward plays he 
appeared in, sung by the actress and singer Patricia Hodge accompanied by actor and singer John 
Watts and songwriter Nigel Hess. 
 
During the dinner Sir Michael Parkinson introduced guests to a series of film clips from Sir John’s 
family archives, others films that he stared in and a tribute from Lord Richard Attenborough.   
 
With an auction and raffle, together with many donations from those who were unable to attend 
the evening raised just under £38,500 for the Greater London Fund for the Blind (GLFB) to which Sir 
John was its lifetime President.   
 
The Foundation specifically agreed with the GLFB that the money would be used to help children (in 
line with the Foundation’s objective) who had impaired eyesight or were blind. 
 
General Sponsorships and Donations  
 
I will make reference to St Mary’s school in India in a moment. 
 
Families for Children 
 
£3,500 for Families for Children, the Southwest adoption agency which has been supported in the 
past by John & Jenny Casson and since 2012 by the Foundation. 
 
In the 2015/2016 Foundation year £1,500 was donated to the charity Trinity Sailing Foundation.  
 
They used the donation towards the charter of one of their sailing boats for 10 adopted children. 
 
These children have special needs and the purpose of this exercise was to help the them gain 
confidence. 
 
The Foundation was very pleased to receive from The Trinity Sailing Foundation and Families for 
Children a very detailed report as to how this exercise went which was a great success. 
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Families for Children wish to repeat a similar exercise this August and after a meeting with them 
followed by an application, the Trustees of the Foundation unanimously agreed the sponsorship for 
the full cost of the charter from The Trinity Sailing Foundation and the cost of a professional carer.    
 
Local Heroes 
 
£1,500 for Local Heroes, the Devon & Cornwall Police initiative in partnership with other local 
agencies. This charity goes into schools with local celebrities (‘heroes’) to talk to students about 
understanding and showing tolerance towards diversity, both racial, disability and sexual, the futility 
of bullying. 
 
This is the second time the Foundation has supported this worthwhile charity.   
 
Annual Budget For Small Sponsorships & Donations 
 
The Foundation has an annual budget of £5,000 a year to give to charitable and worthy causes. 
 
The full budget for the 2015/2016 Foundation year was used in supporting the above. 
 
However, only £1,500 was donated in the 2014/2015 Foundation year and that is still available to be 
rolled over to increase the budget for the 2016/2017 year to £8,500. 
 

 
 
St Mary’s School 
 
2015 Sponsorship 
 
St Mary’s School year runs as a calendar year due to the school terms times that are different to the 
UK because of their seasons.  
 
In 2015 the Foundation sent £13,801 in sponsorship to the school. 
 
Of that £13,801, £11,190.89 (81%) came directly from the Foundation, £2,610.11 (19%) from 
generous donors.    
 

General Sponsorships and Donations 
2015/2016 

Familes for Children £3,500

Local Heroes £1,500

Unallocated £3,500
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This was down by £5,872 from £19,637 in 2014.  
 
2014 was the highest year of sponsorship ever given to St Mary’s School to support the ‘Computer 
Program (2013)’ and safety works which were reported on in the Chairman’s last report. 
 
2016 sponsorship    
 
Sadly Sister Jane left the school at the end of 2015 after her three year tenure.  
 
She was the most senior Sister at Singla (the village where St Mary’s School is situated) with 
responsibilities not only for the school but also the church and work in the community. 
 
She was also the ‘accountant’ and has not been (as we are aware) replaced. 
 
As part of the five year sponsorship agreement signed by Sister Vimla the Provincial Superior based 
in Patna the school is to provide at the start of the year the ‘Profit and Loss’ (working title, reality is it 
is their financials) from the previous year together with their budget for the following year. 
 
Based on those two documents and the ‘wish list’ discussed at the November AGM with the Sisters 
in Darjeeling the Foundation sets the budget which goes  a long way to preventing St Mary’s School 
getting into financial difficulty, unable to meet its needs as happened in 2008 and 2009 with serious 
consequences. 
 
Very sadly Sister Andrea’s 94 year old Mother has recently died, as we understand she had not been 
well in recent months and Sister Andrea has had to travel to Kerala in South India several times 
where her Mother lived. 
 
With this further complication added to the lack of an ‘accountant’ the Foundation has not received 
the documents mentioned above in order to consider and offer the 2016 sponsorship. 
 
Concerned for the finances of the school John Casson has written to Sister Vimla who has responded 
that the required information will be prepared and sent to the Foundation as soon as possible. 
 

£13,801 in sponsorship for St Mary’s School in 
2015 

Foundation £11,190.89 (81%)

Regular and annual donors
£2,610.11 (19%)
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In the meantime for the sake of good governance, donations made to the Foundation specifically for 
St Marys School have been sent to the school, so far this year £2,475. 
 
This comprises of £2,000 donated by Dennis Preston for school playground equipment and £475 
from regular donors given since the last quarterly sponsorship was sent to St Mary’s School last 
December. 
 
It should be mentioned that the school ‘Welfare Fund’ (as a result of a request from Sister Andrea at 
last November’s AGM) is now pre funded rather than reimbursed each time the quarterly 
sponsorship payment is made, so there is approximately £500 at the school for day to day 
requirement and emergencies, so at this time the delay in agreeing the 2016 sponsorship has not 
affected this important fund.     
 
5 Year Sponsorship Agreement 
 
2016 is the 5th year of the 5 year sponsorship agreement and with the approval of the Trustees 
negotiations will commence towards the end of the year with the CJ Sisters to negotiate another 
sponsorship agreement.    
 
Visit to St Mary’s School    
 
After the success of the 2013 visit to India where I took 15 friends from the UK to visit the school and 
Darjeeling area I organised another one last November. 
 
Such was the uptake that I took two groups, back to back. 
 
Group 1, 9 friends in all, none of whom had visited St Mary’s School before. 
 
Group 2, 22 friends in all, 5 of whom were also on the 2013 visit.   
 
A very successful and enjoyable visit, the school excelled in their playground display which thrilled 
and impressed everyone, as did the tour around the school afterwards. 
 
Hearing that the school need more computers both groups donated collectively £5,479. 
 
With Sister Andrea being otherwise committed with matters relating to her Mother’s illness and  
subsequently passing away the Foundation is still waiting to purchase the computers and related 
equipment. 
  
Moving on now to other general Foundation matters: 
 
Rejected applications to the Foundation for support 
 
During the Foundation’s 2015/2016 year we received: 
 
1. 3 correctly completed applications through the Foundation’s webpage on my personal website: 
 

1.1. One from a school in South India, this was declined as it was thought that supporting two 
schools in India was too much 

 
1.2. Jump-Imaging, a community interest company that wanted to raise money for its charity 

Jump. Jump through its photographers provides photographs of children who have terminal 
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illness as a keep same for their families. The Foundation gave a £500 donation to it the 
20014/2015 year.  

 
Whilst this was a good idea it was decided not to support this application as it had 
commercial connotations, the Foundation preferring to support charities and worthwhile 
causes directly. In declining the application Jump (the charity) was invited to make another 
application to the Foundation for a donation, but this was not received. 

 
1.3. School in the Bag, a UK charity that gives school children in deprived areas, in this specific 

case Kalimpong, another hill station not far from Darjeeling, a bag of life’s essentials 
including classroom books and stationary. 

 
This application is still ongoing, waiting for Allan Biswas (The Foundations India based 
Trustee) to make more enquiries when he is next in Kalimpong.   

 
2. Another school in India which writes regularly to the Foundation. They would be considered, 

stress ‘considered’ if the 5 year sponsorship for St Mary’s School due to end at the end of this 
year was not, for any reason, renegotiated.   

 
3. 2 other enquiries, not applications, which did not fit the criteria of the Foundation’s mission 

statement, notably supporting children’s charities and worthwhile causes were not considered.  
 

The Nayamba School 
 
This is a small school, approximately 100 students one hours drive north of Kinshasa, the capital of 
Zambia. 
 
Situated in a poor rural area on a farm run by British people this school is supported by the Nayamba 
Trust, a small trust based in Devon, one of the Trustees, Richard Pike is a friend of mine. 
 
I (the Foundation) was contacted by the Nayamba Trust asking for advice on how they should go 
about supporting their school with sponsorship and other programs. 
 
In April this year I gave a talk to the Trustees of the Nayamba Trust about the Foundation’s long 
relationship with St Mary’s School, how that has evolved, how it works, advantages and 
disadvantages etc. The talk was well received, I have been asked if I would consult with the Nayamba 
Trust if they need advice, I have agreed to this. 
 
Jenny, my wife and a Foundation Trustee will be in Zambia this year and we have been invited to 
visit the school, the invitation accepted. This will be at our own expense.   

 
Foundation Website 
 
It was advised in my last annual report that work had started on a website for the Foundation which 
was to be entirely funded at my own expense. 
 
Unfortunately the two young men appointed to design and construct the website ‘lost their way’, 
failing to correctly liaise with each other, compounded by constant delays, deadlines not met, I had 
no other real  option other than to release them. 
 
Another more established company was appointed and again problems continued with design, 
failure to check their work correctly before presenting it to Alice Edmonds (my Personal Assistant), 
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delays, timeframes not being met and finally rudeness to Alice which was totally unacceptable, 
resulted in this company being dismissed. 
 
A period of no action followed, however another company is now building the Foundation’s website, 
initial results are looking very promising, the website should be live and in the public domain mid-
June. 
 
Trustees of the Foundation will be invited to view it and comment before hand. 
 
The Foundation’s Overall Financial Position  
 
Monies Raised 
 
The Foundation has raised or donated in the last 2015/2016 Foundation year: 
 
1. £18,978.59 for St Mary’s School including monies given by the Foundation or raised through a 

growing number of regular, monthly and annual donors and those who visited the school with 
me in 2015. 

 
This includes £2,308 for the ‘Welfare Fund’ and £5,479.70 for the new computers.  
 
(please note, this amount above is for the 2015/2016 Foundation year, not the 2015 school year 
of £13,801 as advised above in ‘St Mary’s School, 2015 Sponsorship’) 
    

2. £5,000 to two UK charities, Families For Children and Local Heroes 
 

3. Through the charity dinner, celebrating the lives of Sir John and Lady Mary Mills charity dinner 
raised £38,294. 

 
A grand total of £62,272.59. 
 

 
 

Monies raised 2015/2016 

Monthly, regular and annual 
sponsors etc to: St Mary’s School 
£18,978.59 

Donated to two UK charities etc
to: Donated to two UK charities
£5,000

Celbrating the lives of Sir John
and Lady Mary Mills £38,294
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Over the last three years the Foundation has raised and donated: 
 
1. 2015/2016: £62,272.59 up £2805.59 on the previous year 
 
2. 2014/2015: £59,467.00 up £19,515.13 on the previous year 

 
3. 2013/2014: £39,951.87 

 

 
 
Vicki Marr 
 
With great regret and sadness Vicki Marr passed away last Christmas eve, two years to the day since 
she was diagnosed with Ovarian Cancer, other secondary cancers followed. 
 
Vicki and her husband were with the group that visited St Mary’s School in 2013 and have been for 
the last two and a half years great supporters of the school through generous monthly donations. 
 
Even in her last few days in the hospice she asked after and showed great interest in the school who 
regularly said prayers for her. 
 
It is the intention to place a plaque in her memory at St Mary’s School which we know she would be 
delighted with, as can be said of Alan. 
 
With a very firm policy that all the monies donated to and raised by the Foundation go to good 
causes, nothing is spent on administration or travel it has been suggested by the Foundation’s 
Trustee Chris Pate that the Trustees of the Foundation make personal contributions to pay for this. 
Alan advises it will cost around £50. 
 
On behalf of The John Casson Foundation our deepest condolences already expressed go to Alan and 
the family and our sincere and grateful thanks to Vicki for all her support and interest in the 
Foundation’s activities, particularly St Mary’ School, we miss her. 
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Thanks 
 
The success that The John Casson Foundation has achieved would not be possible if it were not for 
the help and support of so many people, the donors and Trustees with support from Michael Alden 
and Ashfords solicitors and Alice Edmonds my Personal Assistant. 
 
I really feel that The John Casson Foundation is making a difference. 
 
Thank you to everyone for their support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Casson 
Chairman        

 


