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The year started for Nayamba School with a considerable delay due to the 

countrywide Cholera epidemic that had Zambia in its grip. We were finally 

allowed to open the school at the end of January. 

While the rainy season had taken a break during most of January as soon 

as the schools opened the rain came back as well and we had 300mm of 

rain in 3 days. (The average rainfall for our region is 800 – 950 mm pa) 

And it continued to rain for most of February and early March.  

Luckily the school had received a generous donation of school shoes from 

England and those children who had shared their shoes with their friends 

and siblings in previous years to get to school finally received their own pair 

of school shoes. Lots of happy feet and smiley faces! 

Most schools as well as Nayamba School took the Cholera crisis as an 

opportunity to teach the children about hygiene in all areas of life and in 

particular the importance of washing hands before eating and after using 

the bathroom. 

Sadly due to the Cholera crisis the Jefa Group who had visited the school 

last year and done remarkable work with our children using Lego to support 

logical and engineering skills amongst the students, had to cancel their trip 

to Zambia.  

With the start of the new school year Nayamba also welcomed their first 

grade 9 students to the school. The initiative to extend the school had been 

started 3 years ago when 4 of our previous students had been killed on their 

way to secondary school. With the amount of laptops and computers 

donated by the John Casson Foundation as well the mobile laboratory 

donated by Abigail and her school in Bahrain we are confident to provide 

high quality school education in the higher grades as well. 

Another highlight of the first term was the workshops with Tehila Trust and 

Bana Tandizo to sensitize and train teachers and children in the prevention 

of child abuse. With the dramatic events we`ve encountered last year in 

regards to child preganancies as well as child abuse we decided to tackle the 

situation from multiple angles. 

In January we requested an audience with HRH Chief Chimuka who has 

made a name for himself and his chiefdom in the fight against child abuse, 

child marriage etc. He promised his unwavering support and assistance to 

Nayamba School and expressed his wish to come and visit. 



 

 

 

Chief Chimuka holds a Master in Education from the University of 

Manchester.  

 

What happened to Merit – the 13 year old, who was raped and impregnated 

by her own Grandfather and the many child pregnancies have highlighted 

that we are not dealing with isolated events but with an underlying problem 

that is prevalent to where we live. As an organization and a school we have 

committed to create a safe place for the students of Nayamba School.  

The Child protection workshop for teachers run by Tehila Trust and Bana 

Tandizo as well as the Touch Talk program for our students held by Tehila 

have been only the start of a continuous development to lead as a school 

and organization by example in the vast fight against child abuse. 



The John Casson Foundation has shown concern and compassion in the 

situation involving Merit and therefore I would like to herewith update 

briefly on the latest developments. 

The Grandfather is in the High security prison in Kabwe awaiting 

sentencing. The fact that he is in prison is promising since we ve been told 

repeatedly not to put our hopes up. Mostly these cases never make it to 

court at all.  

Sadly court had also ruled for Merit to be taken to an institution in Lusaka 

to await the birth of her child. Our recommendation for her to remain with 

the Deputy Head teacher Sera – who wanted to adopt Merit and the baby 

and give both of them a permanent stable home – was ignored.  

Against court order and rule of the regional Chief the mother of Merit - who 

had left Merit with the perpetrator when Merit was 4 years old and was 

believed by Merit to be dead - took Merit from the institution last months 

and has taken her to Monze, a small town between Lusaka and Livingstone.  

We are very concerned about Merits well being and further education and 

development.  

 

On a positive note Nayamba School will be the beneficiary of the feeding 

program by Anchor of Hope for all our students. So far and for the last year 

Anchor of Hope had only committed to feed 200 of our students. 

Consequently the remaining 140 students had to be fed with a protein and 

vitamin enriched porridge. The American based Anchor of Hopes food 

resembles an enriched Risotto and is very popular amongst the kids aside 

being highly nutritious. The new arrangement will start from the beginning 

of next term in the middle of May. 

You will also be happy to hear that our entire teaching team received 

continuous trainings from different angles during the past term. For once 

Bana Tandizo in the person of Martha Munsaka is doing workshops for the 

teachers in all aspects of their profession.  

In the moment we have the immense pleasure of Abigails expertise training 

and developing Digilo the headmaster in his work. Abilgail is the Deputy 

Head Mistress in the previously mentioned Nadeen Primary School in 

Bahrain. She is very experienced and highly skilled and it is her third time 

at NAyamba School. 

We have also decided for Nayamba School to become an examination center. 

With the addition of Grade 9 we have more and more kids who need to 

attend the exams. While it is costly to provide transport and or 

accommodation for days on end for the entirety of examstudents it is also 

very challenging to guarantee their safety during transport and stay. 



 The 2018 end of year exams will have to be still outsourced due to the 

process to become an exam center is an extensive one but from 2019 we will 

hopefully house our own exams. 

The students and teachers from Nayamba School are sending their love and 

thanks to the John Casson foundation for the loyal and continued support. 

My heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to you John and your wonderful  

Team! 

Much love as always 

Anja  

  



 

 



 

 


